
The Child Support Services Department seeks authorization to enter into a contract with DNA 
Diagnostics Center to provide Genetic Testing for Disputed Parentage, Court Testimony and Related 
Services for a three year period beginning January 22, 2015 and ending January 21, 2018, with the 
option to renew the contract for up to two (2) one-year periods.

SUBJECT

December 16, 2014

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

AUTHORIZATION FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES CHILD SUPPORT SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT (CSSD) TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH DNA DIAGNOSTICS CENTER, 
INC. (DDC) FOR GENETIC TESTING FOR DISPUTED PARENTAGE, COURT TESTIMONY AND 

RELATED SERVICES
ALL DISTRICTS (3-Votes)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1. Approve and instruct the Chairman to sign the enclosed Contract with DNA Diagnostics Center, 
Inc. (DDC) to perform Genetic Testing for Disputed Parentage, Court Testimony and Related 
Services.  The Contract is for a period of three (3) years commencing on January 22, 2015 or the 
day after Board approval, whichever is later, at a maximum annual contract amount of $250,000 fully 
funded by Federal and State revenue.  Funding for this contract is included in the Fiscal Year 
2014/2015 Budget.  Funding for future years will be included in the Department’s budget requests.

2. Delegate authority to the Director of the Child Support Services Department (CSSD) to increase 
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the annual contract amount by 10%, if needed, without further Board approval.  The approval of 
County Counsel and the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) will 

be obtained prior to increasing the amount by 10%, and the Director will notify the CEO in writing 
within ten (10) business days after execution. 

3. Delegate authority to the Director of CSSD to negotiate, prepare and execute amendments to the 
contract to extend services with DDC for up to two (2) additional one-year periods, for a maximum 
total contract term of 5 years.  The approval of County Counsel and the CEO will be obtained prior to 
executing such amendments, and the Director will notify the CEO in writing within ten (10) business 
days after execution.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The enclosed Contract with DDC provides for Genetic Testing services essential in identifying 
parentage for the child support enforcement program for the CSSD.  The current Contract expires on 
January 21, 2015.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The agreement is consistent with the principles of the Countywide Strategic Plan Goal #1 
(Operational Effectiveness/Fiscal Sustainability) to maximize the effectiveness of the processes, 
structure, operations, and strong fiscal management to support timely delivery of customer-oriented 
and efficient public services; Goal #2 (Community Support and Responsiveness) to enrich lives of 
Los Angeles County residents by providing enhanced services, and effectively planning and 
responding to economic, social, and environmental challenges; and Goal #3 (Integrated Services 
Delivery) to maximize opportunities to measurably improve client and community outcomes and 
leverage resources through the continuous integration of health, community, and public safety 
services.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The Contract term shall be for a period of three (3) years, commencing on January 22, 2015 or the 
day after execution of this Contract whichever is later.  Upon mutual agreement of both parties, this 
Contract shall be renewed automatically for two additional twelve (12) month periods.  The State and 
Federal Government will subvene the associated cost at the rate of one hundred (100) percent.  
Compensation for the services for the CSSD shall not exceed $250,000 annually, without prior 
approval by the Department Director for the term of the Contract.

Under this Contract, CSSD will only pay for completion of a successful specimen collection. The unit 
charge will be $27.00 per specimen collected.  Sufficient funds for this Contract are included in 
CSSD’s budget for Fiscal Year 2014-2015 and will be requested in future budgets

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Pursuant to Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 45 §303.5(a)(2), establishment of parentage: “for all 
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cases referred to the IV-D agency or applying for services under §302.33 of this chapter, in which the 
parentage has not been established, the IV-D agency must, as appropriate: Attempt to establish 
parentage by legal process established under the State law.” This provision furthermore requires the 
IV-D agency to identify and use, through competitive procurement, laboratories that perform, at 
reasonable costs, legally and medically acceptable genetic tests that tend to identify the father or 
exclude the alleged father.  The procurement of DDC was conducted in accordance with these 
regulations, and for the purposes stated therein.

CONTRACTING PROCESS

Pursuant to §303.5 (2)(c) of CFR 45, IV-D agencies “must identify and use, through competitive 
procurement, laboratories which perform, at reasonable cost, legally and medically acceptable
Genetic tests which tend to identify the father or exclude the alleged father.” As this contracting 
process is specifically required in §303.05 (2)(c) of CFR 45, this Contract is not subject to 
Proposition A requirements.

Notification of the release of the Invitation for Bids (IFB) for genetic testing was mailed out to sixty 
(60) genetic testing companies. Notice regarding the IFB was advertised on the County of Los 
Angeles Website as well as advertised in five (5) newspapers (Daily Journal, Los Angeles Times, 
Watts Times, LA Opinion and Daily News). Six (6) companies requested a copy of the IFB.

Proposals were received from two (2) companies: DNA Diagnostics Center (DDC), and Laboratory 
Corporation of America Holdings (LabCorp).

Senior Staff from Child Support Services reviewed and evaluated the proposals.  DNA Diagnostics 
Center was selected because their proposal was responsive and responsible with the highest overall 
rating and the lowest cost. Their proposal indicates that they have the experience and qualifications 
to perform the required services with optimal results.

The Contract has also been approved as to form by County Counsel.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Approval of this contract will ensure current services are maintained.

CONCLUSION

Instruct the Executive Officer-Clerk of the Board to send an executed copy of the Contract to DNA 
Diagnostics Center (DDC), One DDC Way, Fairfield, Ohio 45014; one copy to the Office of the 
County Counsel, Social Services Division, 500 West Temple Street, #602, Los Angeles, California 
90012, attention Takin Khorram, Deputy County Counsel, and one (1) original copy to the Child 
Support Services Department, 5770 South Eastern Avenue, 3rd Floor, Commerce, California 90040, 
attention Elisha Gardner.
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STEVEN J. GOLIGHTLY, Ph.D.

Director

Enclosures

c:             Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
 Chief Executive Officer
 County Counsel

Respectfully submitted,

SJG:RG:lb
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